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Jonathan M. Wainwright Memorial Day Service on 5/28/12 Honoring Veterans

Walla Walla, WA – The Jonathan M. Wainwright VA Medical Center will be holding its annual Memorial Day Service on Monday, May 28, 2012 in the VA’s Chapel at 9:00 am.  Come join us in honoring our Veterans on this day of tribute to remember those who are no longer with us.  The short service will include a special address given by Kim Rodgers, Walla Walla Vet Center employee and former Walla Walla VA employee, who served in the US Army from 1989 to 1993 in the Chaplain Corps.  Special music is provided by VA employee, Ann Lehman.  Flowers will be contributed by local Veteran Service Organizations.  Guests are welcomed to bring floral tributes as well and can leave them at the altar for distribution later.

Memorial Day stands as a solemn American tradition that honors the sacrifices of past generations.  Memorial Day is a day we dedicate to the dead –– to those who fell in defense of the ideals, beliefs, and values we hold sacred.  America has been blessed as no other country in the history of the world. The America we know today would not be the same were it not for the men and women we honor on Memorial Day.  Even throughout Europe, Africa and the Pacific Islands, Americans and our foreign friends alike pay their respects by visiting our Nation’s 24 overseas military cemeteries. 

The latest generation of American veterans is engaged in a struggle no less critical to history than those of their predecessors.  Every day, young men and women are returning home from harm’s way.  Most come home to joyous reunions with loved ones and revel in the collective sigh of relief that marks a safe return.  Others come home with the visible and invisible wounds that are the tragic hallmarks of armed conflict, while still others return in solemn, eternal repose beneath a draped American flag.

As President Lincoln said in his address at Gettysburg: "We cannot dedicate, we cannot consecrate, we cannot hallow this ground.  The brave men, living and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it, far above our poor power to add or to detract.  The world will little note nor long remember what we say here, but it can never forget what they did here."

The work we do every day fulfills President Lincoln’s call to serve Veterans and their families. We do this – 

· Each time a Veteran receives medical care at a VA facility;

· Each time a homeless Veteran enters a transitional housing facility;

· Each time a deceased Veteran or spouse is buried in a VA cemetery.

Remembering those sacrifices and what they have meant to our nation is the duty of the living.  Fulfilling that duty comes naturally when memories of war are fresh in our minds.  

On this Memorial Day, we pledge to renew our dedication to the true meaning of this day.  We enjoy the lives we lead because of the generations of young Americans who gave their lives so that all of us could live in freedom and prosperity.  Our greatest duty to the men and women who have died in service to our country is to never, ever forget what they have done for each of us -- and what they have done for us as a nation.  

This is why we pause and remember Memorial Day – this year and every year. Life and liberty are God-given rights, but throughout history, the task of defending these high ideals has fallen to ordinary men and women of extraordinary courage and fortitude.

If you have any questions or inquiries, please contact Linda Wondra @ 509-525-5200, Ext. 22811 or email linda.wondra@va.gov
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